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ARG Pl N e THES E—
Papal Plot Trial: Agca’s Credibility
Is the Key Issue

o8y JOHN TAGLIABUE
rbfhﬂu\{nm

RO ‘Aug. 5 — In the last eight
,Weel:sai:n Italian court has been hear-
ing mony on charges that eight
men cabepired in 1981 to assassinate

Agca, has charged that the

Bulgarian secret service, at the behest

g' the Sgviet Union, conspired to kill the
ope.

Mr. Acga, who shot the Pope, has
continually reversed himself, added
and subtracted evidence and admitted
to lies and distortions. Mr. Agca, a
gaunt, intense Moslem from central
Turkey, has also claimed to be Jesus,
predicted the imminent end of the
world and said he was a political ideo-
logue with close ties to the Vatican who
deplored the use of violence for politi-
cal ends. =

Asks That Agca Be Tested

Domenico Martelli, a loquacious
lawyer, has the job of Bekir
Celenk, who is accused of being Mr.
Agca’s link with the Soviet bloc intelli-
gence services. Recently, Mr. Martelli
became the first defense la to ask
that Mr. Agca be made to pey-

chiatric tutm'g

Cataloging more bizarre of Mr.
Agca’s pronouncements, Mr. Martelli
called them “affirmations, in an ex-
treme synthesis, of a delirious and
megalomanic mind that lives in unreal
situations.’’

The implication was that Mr. Agca,
whatever the truth of his accusations,
should be declared incapable of giving
valid testimony.

After 31 sessions, testimony in the
first phase of the trial ended on July 18,
when the court adjourned for a' sum.
mer recees that lasts until mid-Septem-
ber. The trial reconvened today for a
special four-day session to take evi-
dence from two Turkish witnesses.

Though some, like Mr. Martelii,
doubt Mr. Agca’s sanity, there are
othenwhouyhehmenlyasplm
of tales and whodunits, woven into a
dense fabric from bits and pieces of in-
formation that he has gleaned for con-
sumption of and tel,
in which he invariably plays the central

mﬁr.Cduk,lnpﬂminMdena
hisarﬂvalinlmmlmm
on July 7, says he knows how Mr.

galse:gletolmenm him into the piot. Mr.
e says Mr. Agca read newspa,
accounts of Mr. Celenk's nponadpg

volvement in B nspired arms
and mfﬂm, written ?Jy a
Turkish tive reporter, Ugur
Mumcu.

Part of Mr. Agca’s erratic behavior,
some court say, may be in-
tended to M.?d:ga Turkish accomplices.
Despite 3 'S statement-that
three other Turks were with him in St.
Peter’s Square — probably the most

significant mw
testimony, in which he to only
one Turkish accomplice the day of the

‘Never Offered a Single Clue’

In contrast with this dearth of evi-
dence, Mr. Agca gave investigators a
flood of details about the Bulgarian de-
fendants, including descriptions of
their apartments, hobbies and even
their dentures.

Judge Severino Santiapichi, a white-
haired Sicilian of immense patience,
said recently with visible annoyance,
“‘When we dealt with your all
Turkish accomplices, who never left a
trace in Rome, no matter where they
s:ayed, you never offered a single
clue.”

Others, including the public prosecu-
tor, Antonio Marini, say they suspect
Mr. Agca’s eccentric behavior might
be deliberately designed to destroy his
own credibility. Indeed, Mr. Agca him-
self lent credence to that view when he
reacted to Mr. Martelli’s description of
his pronouncements to the court by
grinning broadly and even la 2

Moreover, such suspicions seemed to
be reflected in a recent remark by Mr.
Santiapichi, who said he found it curi-
ous that Mr. Agta reacted calmly to
the psychiatric test.

Co‘::l;medmung that reaction with the
violent outburst at a similar proposal
during a trial in 1981, when Mr. Agca
was convicted of and wound-
ing the Pope, Mr. Santiapichi told the
Turk, “You would hawl.-a jumgle:l
through the ceiling, at your lawyer
everyone else, saying: ‘Crazy? My
God! No, because if they declare me
crazy, I'll remain in jail, or in an asy-
lum, and then, goodnight, they’ll close

my account.’ ”’

Mr. Agca replied laconically to the
mh“l had no reaction because the
Government subjected me to
psychiatric tests. Certainly, Italian
justice can do the same. It’s not diffi-
cult.”

Information as Bargaining Chip

Still, court officials say Mr. Agca has
often said he is using his information
like a bargaining chip. To his free-
dom either from the mi:"'.".. or the
American Governments, who he evi-
dently feels will one day reward him
for involving the Soviet bloc, or from
hlstmmeraeeompﬂeu,wbohouyn

promised to free him if jailed, if need
be by an person
and . Agca’s release.

He has frequently cited the kidnap-
ping of Emanuela Orlandi, an Italian
schooigiri abducted by unidentified
criminals who have frequently called
for Mr. Agca’s release in exchange for
the giri’s return.

But if Mr. Agca is using his informa-
tionasa chip, of what value
is it to him to destroy his credibility?

“That is another of the enigmas,”
was Mr. Marini's recent response.

Despite numerous reversals, Mr.

deny he was ever coached, as Bulgar-

ian and Soviet officials have repeatedly

suggested, to say s0.
In Search of Evidence

Faced with a lack of hard evidence to
back up Mr. Agca’s statments,
prosecu;gg, Mr. Marini, gs eEmbark
on an ysey to seve uropean
countries in search of further evidence
from Turks whom Mr. Agca has named
in the course of his testimony.

But the effort has thus far failed to
resolve the puzzle surrounding the
court’s central witness.

In a brief statement in response to
the plea that he undergo psychiatric
t , Mr. Agca, in eloquent Italian,
told court, “Certainly, do your
analysis.”

“I have a conscience, a mentality,
that is different,” he said. **You men of
the planet Earth have yours.”
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